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f | To the Höncurable * 
Sir William Prichard Kt. and Alderman, 
pPreſident of the Artillery Company. _ 
Sir James Smith, Kt. and Alderman, 
YO OO o_ 5: 
Tothe Right Worſhipful 
Sir Matthew Andrews, Treaſurer. 
As alſo to the Right Honourable —_ 
Earl of Thaner, | Lord Alliggton, 
Lord [umley, Lord Paſton, * 
Io the Right Worſhipful, and Worſhipful 7 | 
Sir John Narborough,| Fobn Shales, Eſq; | 
Philip Frowd, Eſq; | Maj. Richard Burdon. 
S$STTEWAKDS | 
And to the whole Court of Aſſiſtants, Field · Officers, 
Captains and Gentlemen, Profeſſing and Exerci- 
ſing Arms in that Renowned and Honourable 


Society. / 549 x 9” 

Right Honourable, SOS 

I N obedience to your Commani&] nn 
Diſcourſe : which u all Ice Vantage: except what was 

he Enemies of our Church aud | 


 tigion as Chriſtians. „ 1 A, 
As to the main Doctrine here delivered, there is not any one true Son | 
of the Church of England, but will conſent to it : nor any of its Adverſa- | 
ries, that can oppoſe it without renouncing the common Principles of Chri- | 
ſtian Government, As for the manner of handling it, I have reaſon to ask 
your pardon, but not theirs, That I have not managed it as ſo noble an Ar- 
gument deſerves, I beg your excuſe. That I have not treated of it with 
bitterneſs or uirulency; 1 believe, even they will confeſs, when they ſhall 
read it; and let them conſider, what Moderation and Temper a Man had 
dae beef, that in this Nation and this Age, ſhall ſpeak againſt Faction 
ang Rebellion, without extraordinary Severity. x. 3 
Nicht Honourable, Cre. I am your moſt humble, 
April, 29. 16862 and moſt Obedient Servant BN 
N BH THOMAS SPRAT., 
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(3) 
St. LUXE xxii. part of ver. 26. 
He that bath no Sword, let him ſell bis Gayment and buy one. 
Hen in ſuch Warlike Solemnities, as yours of this 
day, Men of my Profeſſion are admitted to the ho- 
nour of bearing any part, I ſuppoſe it is not expe- 
cted, that we ſhould cloy, and vex your Ears with the terms 
of your own Art; or affect impertinently to entertain you 
with Diſcourſes on the Heroic Stoke of Arms. The Wea- 
pons of our warfare are not carnal, but Spiritual. 2 Cor. 10. 
4. And if it was juſtly eſteemed once a very indecent pre- 
ſumtion in a Philoſopher, to read a Lecture of Battels be- 
fore one great Commander; how much more improper 
would it be for a Divine to undertake to teach the Art of War 
in the preſence of ſo many. _ A 
But when you call us hither to ſerve you in theſe your an- 
nual Triumphs, I know you do it with a pious deſign, That 
as all Wars of old were uſually begun with. a public Sacri- 
fice, fo theſe your Exerciſes of War ſhould firſt be conſecra- 
ted by Devotion; that here inthe Houſe of God you ſhould 
firſt receive the Churches Prayers and Benedictions on thoſe 
Weapons, which abroad you are fo ready to employ in the 
Churches Defence; That of thoſe Arms, of which you have 
elſewhere learnt the skilful, and the glorious practice, here 
you might conſider the ſaving, and the religious uſe: How 
a meer natural Courage may be ſo improved by Piety, as to 
become a moſt Chriſtian Grace: How Victory may be not 
only made lawful, and barely innocent; but how it may be 
ſanctified: and ſanctified, not firſt by Rebellion, then by Sa- 
crilege , but by fighting only in a truly good and Righte- 
ous Cauſe ; and by defending it, not with hypocritical zeal; 
and zealous Cruelty ; not only with Valour and Conduct; 
but with Fidelity, Loyalty, Juſtice Equity, and Charity. 
How this may be done, it being, I humbly conceive, mf 
proper buſineſs here to deliberate; whilſt I endeavour to Us. 
it, I niuſt mtfear the favour, hot only of your common pa- 
tience, but of your more than ordinary pardon : if, Beſides 
wy many other infirmities, _ which zügt to hate ae 


de . 
an advantage, ſhall prove my diſadvantage: if even this 
great appearance, ſo beautifully - terrible, & an Army with 


Banners, which guards this place, and ſecures all within it, 


and round about it, particularly us of the Clergy, ſhall yet 
happen ſomewhat to diſcompoſe me, ſo that 1 ſhall not be 
able to bring a firmneſs of mind equal tothe greatneſs of the 
occaſion. 


However for my encouragement I have brought with me 


our bleſſed Lord, the great Captain of our Salvation, ſpeak- 
ing to you with power : and in the words of my Text, pro- 
nouncing that which at firſt hearing, ſeems a moſt ſurprizing 
Doctrine for the Prince of Peace to deliver: That ſometimes 
the Habiliments of War are more neceſſary ,mote becoming a 
Chriſtian, than thi, very Robes of Peace: That in ſome ſea- 
ſons of imminent danger, thoſe of his Diſciples, who had not 
Swords, were obliged to ſell, if need were, their very gar- 
ments to by them, | 


Such is the literal ſenſe of the words, But was not this a 
ſtrange Precept for that King to injoyn, whoſe Kingdom was 


not of this world? Joh. 18. 36. How could this be conſiſt- 
ent with that meeleneſs in Perſecutions, that long-ſuffering of 
Injuries, that very love of Enemies, with which his whole 


Goſpel abounds ? How was this conformable to his mild ex- 
ample,who went as 4 Sheep to the ſlaugbter, and as a Lamb that 
1 dumb? Acts 8. 32. Who though he might have ſummo- 


ned more than twelve Legions of Angels Mat. 26. 53. to 
his immediate reſcue, yet never employ'd them as a Trium- 
phant Hoſt, but as an Harmonious Choir. to {ing Peace on 
on Earth, good wll towards men. Luke 2. 14. How comes 
he juſt then as he was going to be betrayed by one of his 
own Diſciples, into the E of his moſt cruel Enemies, a- 
gainſt whom he deſigned nothing leſs than oppoſition; how 
comes he then to talk of furniſhing his Attendants with In- 


firuments of War, and of preferring Swords before Gar- 


ments ? Then eſpecially, when preſently after, as ſoon as he 
Was ſeized on by the High Prieſts Officers, he ſeverely rebu- 
ked the great Apoſtle St. Peter for but once uſing the Sword : 


Put up thy Sword, ſays he, into its place. He that taketh the 


Szzard ſhall periſh by the Sword. Mat. 26. 52. ; 


R 
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ſt is true, theſe two remarkable Sentences of our bleſſed 
Saviour, that to St. Peter, and this in my Text, may ſcem at 
firſt view capable of contrary interpretations, But if we ſhall 
examine the circumſtances, and occaſions of their delivery, we 
ſhall ſoon find that they do not only very well agree with each 
other ; but both together may teach us the whole Chriftian 


Doctrine of War: what uſe of ſecular Arms the Goſpel per- 


mits, What 1t condemns. 
Firſt, St. Peter's caſe was this; he with an unſeaſonable 


paſſion, . proceeding from his own intemperate zeal, withour 


any call from his ſuperiors, had wounded the High Prieſt's 


Servant, whilſt he was performing, tis true, a moſt unjuſt. 


action, but was commiſſion'd to do it by publick Authority. 
Him therefore his Maſter cenſures for ſtriking with the Sword 
without a ſufficient Warrant, That he blames as an illegal 
attempt of a private man againſt a public Officer. 

Put up thy Sword, ſays he, O Peter. Submit with pati- 
ence, Oppoſe not Authority, Do not thou break the 
Laws of thy Country though for kindneſs and love of me. 
Put up thy Sword. He that uſes the Sword unlawfully, 


though on a pretence never ſo pious, ſhall periſh by the Sword: 


ſhall either be deſtroyed by it here, or puniſhed hereafter by 
God himſelf for having ſo uſed it. 


Wherefore we are to conclude that our bleſſed Lord, by 
this check given to St. Peter, did abſolutely prohibit all 


manner of uſing the Sword among Chriſtians; but only thar 
he taught us the great duty of Chriſtian ſubmiſſion. For if 


St. Peter was, then certainly all other Chriſtian Subjects are, 
forbidden to unſheath their Sword againſt their lawful Sove- 
raign, or his Miniſters, as they are commiſſioned by him, tho? 


_ they doit on a pretext ſo ſpiritual, as the cauſe of Chriſt 


himſelf. And of all that call themſelves Chriſtians, me- 


thinks the pretended ſucceſſors of St Peter might hence have 
been warned, not to graſp at an univerſal power of the Sword, 
or to ep a Temporal Soveraignty over the world, on any 


ſhadow of right derived from St. Peter: ſince he was ſo, far 


from having any, ſuch power, ſo unſuitable to his Apoſtle- 


hip, chat of all the Apoſtles, St. Peter only was leſt to him 
ſelf, to give an opportunity by, his public reproof, for con- 


&eming the quite contrary Doctrine. A 2 Now 
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Now in my Text, our bleſſed Lord prepares his Diſciples, 
with extraordinary courage to overcome thoſe dangers they 
had hitherto been freed from: but after he ſhould leave them, 
they were preſently to encounter. In the verſe foregoing he 
appeals to them, whether they had wanted any thing in his 
ſervice, tho formerly he had ſent them forth without Purſes, 
or Scrips, or Shoes; without having taken any common care 
before hand for their ſubſiſtence : and they acknowledging 


they had lacked nothing, He proceeds here to adviſe them, 


that for the future, whoever had Purſes or Scrips, they ſhould 


not neglect them, whoever had not Swords, they ſhould pro- 
vide them. 


Eraſms in a juſt indignation, that the Gramatical ſeaſe 


of theſe words ſhould be ſo wreſted by ſome Interpreters as to 


juſtifie the groundleſs Quarrels, and cruel Wars between the 


Chriſtian Princes of his time, will allow my Text to have on- 
iy a myſtical meaning, and interprets it thus: He that has 


no Sword of the Goſpel, or of the Word of God, let him by 


all means procure it. : 


But the general voice of the beſt In- 
Calvin, Grotius, terpreters agree, that our Lord, by put- 


Dr. Hammond, &c, ting his Followers in mind of furniſhing ' 
| ing themſelves with Purſes, Scrips, and 


ſo many ſymbols, and ſigns, repreſent to 
them, that now ſhortly tar worſe times of perils and perſecuti- 
oni attended them; and therefore they ought to be more cau- 


tious and watchſul, more careful to be ſupplied with all in- i 


ward, and outward jult aſſiſtances; as all Men are wont to 


make a greater proviſion of Purſes, Scrips, and Swords, when 


they perceive: ſome great and imminent dangers approach- 
ing 1 j : 3 " 


4 y Text therefore being apparently a figurative e xpreſſi- 


on, whereby our Lord commands all his Followers to arm 


their minds againſt rhe Spiritual Conflicts, and Temporal 
Contra Ma- 


gainſt thoſe | Heretics, that condemned all 


7ͤ 1... WITT on Bo 


Aftlictions they were to meet with; | beg the 
liberty only to uſe the figure no farther than 
vieb. lib. 22. St. Auſt in does, who cites this very place a- 


ule, 


c 
t: 
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uſe of ſecular Arms as unlawful : So J crave leave from this 
Symbol of buying Swords to infer thus much, that although 
ſpiritual Arms are a Chriſtians proper Weapons in times of 
danger; yet even the natural means of juſt detence are allow- 
ed to Chriſtians, as well as to other Men, 

A Doctrine which the ſevereſt of our bleſſed Lord's Pre- 
cepts do not in the, leaſt overthrow. For although it is cer- 
tain that by ſuch Commands as that, Unto him that ſmiteth 
thee on the one cheek offer alſo the other, Luke 6. 29. we 
are poſitively required to bear all tolerable Injuries with mild- 
neſs, and ſelf-denial; yet no Caſuiſt is ſo ſevere in expound- 
ing that and the like Scriptures, but they univerſally grant, 

that when private mens lives are in jeopardy, and much more 
when the publick lite of the ſtate is in danger, the free uſe 
of all the honeſt means of Perſonal, or Political ſafety was 
never prohibited by our bleſſed Saviour. 

Now then from this Figure of a Sword, I take occaſion to 
propſe this great Truth to be the ſubject of my preſent Diſ- 
courſe, That notwithſtanding the molt Evangelical Precepts 
of meekneſs, patience, forgiving, bleſſing, and praying for 

Enemies, ſtill the warlike furniture, and uſe of juſt Arms is in 
all Ages of Chriſtianity lawful, is in ſome ſeaſons, ſome exi- 
ences of times, a Duty more incumbent than the very Arts 
of Peace; that Chriſtians, as well as other Men, may fur- 
niſh themſelves with Swords, not to act the leaſt private In- 
jury, but to defend themſelves as much as may be, againſt 
all; and eſpecially may uſe their Swords, when lawful- 
ly called, againſt pulick injury; in aſſiſting the Civil State 
of which they are Members; in faring the Lord's Battels ; 
and then they fight the Lord's Battels, when they fight for 


the caule of their temporal Princes. 


* 


Of this Doctrine, when J ſhall have briefly dſpatched the 
general Theory, I will then, God willing, it your attention. 
ſhall hold our, try to reduce it to the particular practice, and 
wagnanimous deſign of this great Aſſembly, by repreſenting. 
ro you, that, if ever there was any Time, or Country, or- 
Society of Men, to which our pure and peaceable Religion it | 
ſelf has more than ordinarily recommended the pious. ufe of: : 

the ſword, or the que Preparations tor uſin g it, this is the Time, 
. i is 


C3---.. 
this the Country,this ROPE Oh, having Laws and Liberties to defend, 
not againſt your Prince, to whom, or to his Progenitors you owe them; 
but againſt the ſame parties of your Fellow-SubjeQs, .who once already 
uſurped them; you having ſuch a Church and Faith to conterd for, againſt 
forein Uſurpations, Domeſtic Separations, and Combinations of Separati- 
on, you having ſuch a Faiths · Defender to ſerve with your Purſes, your Scrips, 
your Swords, your Lives. 5 | boy: 

As to the farſt thing propounded; I ſhall not ſpend time in proving this 
univerſal truth, that all defenſive, or offenſive means of Safety, which a- 
mongſt all Men are righteous, are equally ſo to Chriſtfans as to any other 
part of Mankind, It will be enough in this matter to ſay, That all the In- 
ſtruments of a juſt defence, or offence, are by the Chriſtian Law as much al- 
lowed to be uſed, as by the Natural Law they are taught to be provided. 

And that, ſays the Heathen Orator, is a Law not given 
Cicero pro to us, but born with us, to which we were not educated, but 
Milone, made; which we took not from reading, or inſtitution, but 

from the very principles of our beings : that whenever our. 


Lives are in danger, from the treachery of Robbers, or rage of Enemies, 


then Omnis honeſta eſſet, ratio expediende ſalutis, then, ſays he, all ways 
of ſecuring our ſelves are honeſt, and even honourable, for ſo the Word Ho- 
neſtum does uſually fignifie. 5 : 


„ 
1 


nourable. But this I will ſay, that all Lawful ways in ſuch caſes, are not 
only truly honourable, but truly Chriſtian, and I will uſe no other 'proof: 


of it than what he alledges, Thar this is moſt agreeable to the true kaw 


of Nature. | 
For, let none be miſtaken, the Doctrine of Chrift, in its higheſt Diſ- 
penſations of Grace, In its ſevereſt Rules of Mortification, did never de- 
fign to aboliſh the original Dictates of Right Reaſon, or of ſincere Na- 
ture : but rather to corre& the irregularities of Reaſon miſgvided, and to 
reform the Depravations of Nature corrupted. Of Right Reaſon and 


Nature all rhe Light and Rules were written by the Finger of God on the 


hearts of Men; of the Goſpel all the Truths and Precepts were written 
by the Holy Spirit of God in his revealed Word. The Hand indeed and, 
the Character of the one is much clearer and more legible than the other. 
But ſince the ſame God was the Author of both, they canuot in the leaſt 
contradict each other. VVV 1 : 


For its part, ſo far is the Goſpel from doing fo, ſo far from deſtroying 


the common Principles of Humanity, towards our being, or well-being in 
this World, that it more ſtrongly confirms, and advances them all by 


the higher Commands of Chriſtianity. So far it is from extinguiſhing. 
the harmleſs deſire of felf-preſeryaticn, that of all Infliturions in the 


World it propoſes the beſt means to effect it. 

Where fore that is a thing rather to be taken for granted than proved, 

That the yſe of the Sword, for public or private defence, is lawful among 
Chriſtians: A ſelf-evident truth ; denied by none bur by ſome wild, Sects 
Fe eee hy e ot ed, Chaos . $0 egy eee ns 
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I muſt not go ſo far as Tally does; I cannot ſay with him, that all ways 
of defending our Lives from danger are honeft; much leſs are they ho- 


of Enthuſiaſts. And indeed it were - be wiſh'd that all thoſe who are of 
that Opinion would in practice ſtick to ir, ſince it may be obſerved of 
them, that they are never againſt the uſe of the Sword but when they are 
not Maſters of it. 

Thus far then your Duty is plain befire you. The profeſſion of Arms 
is not in the leaſt contradictory to the Chriſtian Profcſtion in general. 
Bur ſtill there is ſome difficult y behind, how the forcible drawing of the 
Sword can be conſiſtent with thoſe ſevere and mortifying Graces, to which 

above all other Religions, indeed well-nigh contrary to all other, Chri- 


ſtianity alone obliges all irs Diſciples ? How Warlike Enterprizes can ſtand Ni! 
with Meekneſs? How an undaunted heart with {c|f denizl ? How a daring — 
ſpirit with Patience ? How Conqueſt with love of Enemies ? 1 


What ſhall we ſay in this Queſtion? Will it ſuffice to affirm, That 

Chriſt our great Law-giver has divided the parts of his Diſcipline? Has di- 1 
ſtributed to ſeveral men their ſeveral portions of it according to their di- 1 
ſtinct conditions in this World? That only from fuch as you, the govern 4 #1 
19g and active part of Mankind, He tequires Valour, a high Mind, and a J 
brave Spirit? And that only from ſuch as us, the lower and the obey ing 


part, he expects Mildneſs, Gentleneſs, Patience? That cannot bc: For i} 
although to ſeveral Stations aud Relations of Men in this World our bleſ- 1 
ſed Lord has aſſigned their peculiar Duties: yet to no particular Rank or | | 


Order of Men did he ever confine any one of all his general Precepts. 1 
Wherefore there muſt be {ome other way for all theſe Virtues, that ſeem 
ſo extremely diſtant, to meet and entirely agree in the ſame Breaſts, To 1 
this end, you may be aſſured, that our Lord did never ſo injoyn any one 
| Chriſtian Grace to all Chriſtians, as utterly to exciude any other: 1. 
never obliged any of his Followers to be ſo meek, as to be without all | 
Courage; nor ſo courageous as to, be yoid of all Moakne fa, Bur be has _ 
ſo wiſely tempered, and graciouſly proportioned all his heavenly gitts, #1 
that the ſtouteſt Courage which he teaches, is always found ro be the 41 
meekeſt; and the meekeſt heart which he makes ſo, is in the likelieſt ry 
way to be the molt courageous. . 11 
Here then let us fix, If this be true, then inſtead of any Jealoulie, . ©3043 
that the ſtricteſt Laws of Thrift will break a brave mind, or debaſe a 4 
bold Heart to Cowardize; you ought rather hence to conclude, That on- ii 
ly by his Laws, and ths Hopes and Rewards which attend their perfor- nd 
{| mance, you can be taught a perfect Valour, And conlider, I pray, how ns 
unceniable this will appear.in the particular Inſtances. 

It is true, our holy Faith moſt ſolemnly injoyns Condeſcenſion, Long- 
ſaffering, Forbearance, Mercy ; and requires the more of all theſe n | 
Men co one another, ſince it thews us there is ſo infinitely much of 
them in God towards Men, Bur now will any of theſe Virtues be a hin- 
dance to the true Fortitude? Rather in thę common Expertence of the 

| bett and malt. generous part of Mankind, as well as of Chriſtians, is not pM 
the truęſt Fortitude always obſerved to be the moſt inoffenſive, molt ace. _ 
eſſible, bardelt, ro.be.grovoked, eaſieſt to be intreated ?, d | {l 
It is  confetfcd, the 90 ot Shui requires the moſh feaxlelt Minds, ner I 
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(10) 
nevertheleſs to fear God; to fear him ſo as to tremble at offending him; 


ſo as to obey him, and by ſach a fear helps us to enjoy him. But now, 


can there be any ſurer means, than ſuch a fear, to raiſe. your Minds above 


all unworthy fear of Men, or Worldly Dangers ? We know the Goſpel 


commands us to fear Men too, for God's ſake : obliges the ſtouteſt Minds, 
as much as the gentleſt, to pay an equally dutiful ſubmiſſion to their 


Lawful Superiours, But does the ſtricteſt Obedience ſuppreſs the true 
ſtoutneſs? Do not you find that exactneſs of Diſcipline encreaſcs it? It is 


not brutiſh Ferity rather than Manly Boldneſs, which will not endure the 
eaſie yoke of Gonſcientious Obedience? 

It is granted, our Religion forbids all men to invade each others Rights, 
Thar, ſays the fierce, or the ambitious man, would put a ſtop to many a 
gallant and valorous Action. It would indeed to many a licentious, and 
outragious : But not to any worthy Enterprize, For, as in Peace nothing 
can be truly juſt, ſo in War nothing can be truly brave, where the ſacred 
diſtinction between Right and Wrong is not kept inviolable, 

My Brethren, that ſlowneſs and backwardneſs of attempting upon 
ethers unjuſtly, that fear of injuring others; for ſuch a Fear, it is not your 
ſhame, bur your Praiſe to own ; that willingneſs to right others as well as 
your ſelves, which Chriſtianity teaches all its Diſciples, will certanily make 


2 Soldier innocent in all his Quarrels, and the conſciouſneſs of thar inno- 


cence, cannot but render his Mind more calm, ſerene, and even invin- 
cible in all their Events. Whence comes Wars and Fightings among you, 
Nys the Apoltle, Come they not from your Lufts ? James 4.1, It is 
true, Rapine, and unjuſt Wars come from thence: and that Religi- 
on which moſt ſubdues your Luſts, will moſt remove the occaſions of 
fuch Wars. But at the ſame time, and by the very fame way, it will 


more ſecure the Succeſs, more increaſe the Renown, and more bright- 


en the Luſtre of all your juſt Arms. 


Wherefore ſo far is Chriſtianity it ſelf, ſo far thoſe DoArines, it moſt 
tenderly cheriſhes as its own genuine product; the Doctrines, I mean, of 


Humility, Patience, Kindneſs to the afflicted, and Pardon of Offenders ; 


ſo far is any of theſe from being oppoſite to the Principles of true Ho- 


nour and Valour, your Art proteſſes: that whoever would conceive in 


his mind the perfect Character of an excellent Warrior; ſo he ought to 


form his Image; to furniſh him with all kinds, but eſpecially to adorn. 


him with this kind of eaſie, mild, and gentle Virtues, 


And if the very Heathens thought their Poetic Heroes could not be 
compleat, except they firſt received their Arms from their Gods: How 


much more ought a Chriſtian Hero to ferch his from Heaven? How de- 
voutly ought he to put on the whole Armour of God, Eph. 6. 11. as St. 
Paul calls all the Graces of a Chriſtian Life; how careful (ſhould he be, 

not only to abſtain from the common fins, which Religion condemns ;' 
but to aſpire to the higheſt Duties, it commands not only not to be 


given to LuXury and Debauchery, not only not to owe his Va- 


' Jour to his Vices ; but amidlt ſo many more temptations, to. keep. 
his # Kues, and Thoughts from being de fil d, as well as his hands from. 
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being rapacious: Not only not to blaſpheme Heaven, and defy his Ma- 
ker, with horrid Oaths, and Curſes; but more humbly to Reverence, 
more dutifully to depend on that God, to whom he more peculiarly ap- 
peals : to keep your Natural Lives more than ordinarily innocent, which 
are expoſed to ſo many more than Natural Deaths : to have your Minds 
free from all ſordid Paſſions, or Deſires, far above the mean Appetites 
of Avarice, or Cruelty : to have true Glory only for your End: to uſe 
no inglorious means in acquiring it: To have your Courages ſtrength- 
en'd with Truth, Faith, Righteouſneſs; ſweeten'd, and graced with bro- 
therly Love, Pity, Compaſſion: not to be Enemies to your very Ene- 
mies; bur only to their Oppreſſions, and Injuſtice ; to be Friends, Lo- 
vers, Imitators of their Virtues: not only to be unconcern'd in Dangers, 


but patient in bad, mild in good Succeſs ; merciful in Victory. 


Theſe my Brethren, Religion tells os are the chief Excellencies of a 
Chriſtian, Theſe, you know are the Principal Accompliſhments of a 
Soldier. Of theſe your Profeſſion acknowledges the Neceſſity, and labours 


for, what the School of Chriſt only teaches, the Perfection. 


The uſe, and honour of juſt Arms appearing thus conſiſtent with the 


ſincerity, with the very me{2kneſs of Chriſtianity: Be pleas'd that we now 


go on to contemplate, in what ſpecial Opportunities, what Conjunctures 
of Times, they may be moſt juſtly, and with trueſt praiſe employ'd. 
Firlt without queſtion, always juſtly the Sword may be drawn by pri- 


vate Men, to defend their Lives againſt *:ivate Aſſaults; but not always, 


nor at any time, for their private revenge. Your perſonal Preſervation 
from Injury, God has, in ſome ſort, committed to your ſelves, and to 
your own Swords, as well as ro the Magiſtrates care: but in no ſort, 
diſtinct from the Magiſtrate, has God intruſted to your ſelves, the aven- 
ging of any perſonal Injuries. 

What a bold Invafion then on Authority! what a rude violation of 
Publick Juſtice, is the too common ill cuſtom, of Mens ſtriving to right 
themſelves by privace Duels! whar is it indeed, but another kind of Re- 
bellion againſt the Government! that every man's hand ſhould be ready to 
be lift up, againſt every man, on every imagtaary affront ! that rhe 
Shadows and Punctilio's of Honor ſhould be ſo much, more regarded, 
than the ſolid Subitance of it! that thoſe Weapons, which nothing ought 
to command, but the Sacred Cauſe ot your God, and your King, Men 
ſhall afrener draw, for every Trifle, on every raſh Word, againſt their 


Country- men, their Neighbours, their beſt Friends ſometimes; againſt 


their King in his Subjecte, againſt their God in his Laws. 

A miſtaken way of Mens gaining to themſelves a contemptible Reputa- 
tion; when either Paſſion, or Intemperance makes them nor themſelves. 
A way of Honour which the moſt Victorious Nations, of the Ancient 
World, ſeldom or never practis'd; and which that very Nation of the 
Modern World, that either firſt introduc'd, or moſt cheriſh'd ir, is grown 
quite aſham'd of, T befeech you, let not the Engliſh think that to be the 
greateſt bravery, which was never efteem'd brave by the old Romans; 
waoke National greatneſs ot Mind, in other things you ſo much reſem- 
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ble; Let not the Engliſs any longer allow that to b& praiſe-worthy? | 


which your next Neighbours on the Contjnent, your old Competitors in 
Arms, have quite forſaken, as diſhonourable : And fince they have done 
ſo, have remarkably flouriſh'd in the Field. ER 

Fou cannot but know, that it has not bin by particular Quarrels, or 
ſingle Combats againſt the Will of the Prince, that the Profeſſion of the 


Sword has bin made ſo famous: I muſt ſay, had there bin no other uſe of ir, 


it had ſoon been moſt infamous: A Skill fitter for divided Barbarians, than 


for Nations civilized. The Virtue, the Lovelineſs of your Art conſiſts in 


the joint force of it: that it can make whole Troops and Armies to have 

at onee the ſtrength of a great Multitude, and the firm Union, and well 

combined Motion, as it were, of one Man, | | 
There never was,nor ever will be any Country,or Government,that gov 


a laſting Fame, or Empire, by the unruly Paſſions, and unlawful Attempts 


of private Men. Moſt ſurely many States have bin deſtroy'd by them, 
whilſt thoſe Kingdoms have been always moſt proſperous and renowned, 
where an orderly, well-diſciplin'd Valour has bin moſt incourag'd, and ſin- 


gle Outrages moſt ſeverely puniſh'd : where no force has bin thought ho- 


nourable, but what is juſtify'd by Authority: and that force is honourable 
in the judgment of the Goſpel it ſelf. | 

Wherefore Secondly, as by private Men, tor private Safety, though not 
for private Revenge, the Sword may be juſtly drawn ; ſo much more by 
all in a public Cauſe, And then not only for Safety, but alſo for Re- 
venge : for Revenge too; fince vengeance belongs only to God; and to 
none beſides himſelf, but to the Publick Sword, has God reſerved the re- 
paying of Vengeance. | 


For juſt defence then, I ſay, and for juſt Offence too, the Sword oug ht 


to be uſed in a Publick Cauſe. But let us remember, nothing can make it 
to be a Publick Cauſe, but a lawful Authority, It can never be made ſo 
by every, or by any private Spirit, It is moſt true Divinity, as well as 
Politics, that none the moſt vehement perſuaſions, or diſſuaſions of Con- 


ſcience, none the greateſt pretences to new Light, or Divine Inſpirations 
conan juſtifie any Member of a Chriſtian State, or Church, nor apy whole 
Church, to violate the eſtabliſh'd Laws of their Country by reſiſting. Nay, 


there can be no ſurer proof of an erroneous Conſcience, of a Spirit, that 
is not of God, than this, if it ſhould provoke Men poſſeſs d with it, un- 


der any Colour of the Cauſe of God, to Arm againſt, and by open force 


to oppoſe the Powers, that undoubtedly are of God. 


Ti true of old under the Few:/þ diſpenſation, God himſelf chought fie 
ſometimces, by an immediate call, different from that of the Civil Govern- 
ment, to Excite private Men to draw the Sword, and to perform acts of 


Supreme Juſtice. Vet then he made them ceaſe to be private Men any lon- 
ger; firit placed them in his own ſtead ; ſhew'd certain ſigns of his pre- 
lence with them; and often gave them the power of Miracles, to confirm 
what they did. So that no Man now ought to imitate ſuch extraordinary 


Examples, without being able to produce the like extraordigary, Com- 
miſlion. And that is not now God's Method any longer. His, reueahd 
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Law being now completely diſcover'd, God himſelf has ſeldom or nevet᷑ 
nom recourſe to ſuch inſtances of his abſolute Prerogative. And there- 
fore certainly no Man ought to uſurp them at his pleaſure, To the Law; 


and to the Teſtimony, to his written Word, he now refers us; and, as 


that commands, to Kings and all that are in Authority; to whom alone 
he has committed the executive part of his common Power, as to the 
Vicegerents upon Earth of his Juſtice and Mercy, 

Thirdly therefore, on a public Call only, and only in a publick Cauſe, 
can juſt public Arms be taken up; and ſo they may be even by Chriſtians, 
for the Cauſe of God, and the King: which though ia words they ſeem di- 
vided, yet in reality they are one, and the ſame, and inſeparable : as the 
fame Sword of old, was call'd the Sword of the Lord, and of Gideon, the 
Supreme Magiſtrate. This, my Brethren, is not only the beſt, but the 
only true Cauſe of God in this World, for which all Subjects are bound in 
Conſcience to fight; the Cauſe of their lawful Soveraign, that which he 
Authorizes, either by his Perſon, or his Commiſſion, or his Allowance, - 

This, I ſay, is the only true Cauſe even of God, which can juſtly call for 
your Swords, Beſides this, we know, God has another Cauſe in the world; 
that of his own Church, and the true Religion: which whenever it is uni- 
ted with the Soveraign Authority; as, Bleſſed be God, it is in our Nation, 


then that is of all others unqueſtionably, a Cauſe the moſt ſacred, the near- 
eſt, and deareſt to God himſelf, But wherever the Cauſe of the true Religi- 
on, and that of the ſupreme Power, are at variance, then God himſelf is 
pleas'd to take his own Religion into his peculiar care; to maintain, and 


advance it in a way, that of all others is the moſt Divine, a way that 1s 
more eſteem'd of God himſelf, let me ſay it, than ever your way of tri- 
umphant Arms and Conqueſt. For ſuch is the way of gentle teaching, 
and innocent living, and patient ſuffering, and meek obedience, 

By this Method only God choſe to begin the Goſpel, and firſt rais' d the 
Chriſtian Church, whilſt the Empire was Heathen, and the World [dola- 


trous, and by uo other Methods, but ſuch as conform to this, moſt ſure- 


ly not by forcible Reſiſtance, or open violence, does God ſtill allow the 

Goſpel to be carried on by Subjects; wherever the Soverejgn Power is ad- 

dicted to Superſtition, or Idolatry. | 
But what, ſay they, muſt we not arm againſt the lawful Prince for the 


Cauſe of God, and his Truth? How then ſhall we exerciſe our Zeal for 
the true Religion? What then will become ot the true Religion it ſelf? 


No, not for the Cauſe of God. For then at beſt you will oppoſe one 
Cauſe of God againſt another: and' as you order it, the falſe Cauſe of God 
againſt the true: and thus for the ſceming intereſt of Chriſtianiry, you 
infringe the fundamental Preceps of it. | 


Not you, my Brethren, I ſpeak this for the ſake of ſome without 
Doors; if they would but hear us. Butalas ! they make ir a part of their 


Religion not to hear us, However I muſt ſay, that Zeal may be irre- 
gular, and Wicked, though in the Cauſe of the true Religion. Zeal is 


not only to be juſtify'd by the Cauſe, which raiſes it; but as much by the 
Author ity on Which it as. As for the right and well otdsr'd Zeal, when- 
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fully pay'd them Tribute; readily took up Arms at their Summons; moſt 


| ( 14 ) 
ever it has not the Countꝰnance or Concurrence of the Magiſtrate ; it ought 
only to be employ'd in peaceable Actions: in their Wiſhes, and Studies, 
and Prayers ; in their Counſels, and adviſes, when call'd to it ; but chief- 
ly in amending their own Lives, and turning the edge of their Zeal on 
their own Sins; by that innoceht, but effectual way too, to do their parts 
to preſerve and ſpread the true Faith, | 
Wherefore let them no longer intitle the true Religion to their own 
Diſcontents, or Ambitions. What Religion can there be, in Mens purſu- 
ing violent paths, on a pretence of the Glory of God, but contrary to his 
expreſs Commands? Let them practice its Duties; and God will aſſert its 
Intereſt, Religion deſires none to be its Champions, except they firſt be- 
come its Diſciples ; and ſuch are not they who will doevil, that good may 
come. Rom. 3. 8. 3 L | 3 8 
Can ſuch Men think to give us better Examples for the propagating 
Religion, than the firſt great Maſters, and Founders of Chriſtianity did? or 
can they hope for better Succeſs in it, than they had: and what way did 
they judge beſt? what by Experience did they find beſt to promote it? 
Prodigious indeed was the Goſpel's firſt increaſe: But far more admirable 
the meaus of it: which were chiefly their Enemies Perſecutions, their own 
Submiſſion, and the power of Miracles. By the wonders they wrovght, 
they exerciſed a violence over Nature; but none over Laws, or civil Go- 
vernments to change, or to ſubyert them. By a lowly yielding to the 
Heathen Empire, they firſt ſoften d its Fury, then converted it: they pi- 
ouſly render d ts their Cæ ſar the things that were Ceſars: they cheer- 


a, 


willingly perform'd all their Laws, except ſuch as that of Adoring them, 
Though they could not be induced by fear, or favour to rank their Prin- 
ces equal with their God, yet they preſerved them in the next place: 
though they would never worſhip them as Gods upon Earth, yet they re- 
ligiouſly obey'd them as God's Deputies and Repreſentatives : they judg'd 
thoſe, who rebell'd againſt them, worthy of Death, as if they had actu- 
ally rebell'd againſt God himſelf. What elſe means St. Paul? when, in 
fo many words, he declares, That whoſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſi- 
feth the Ordinance of God: and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation, Rom, 13. 2. Out of all doubt, he there ſpeaks of the rem- 
poral Power. and of Eternal Damnation to enſue upon reſſiſting it: than 
which what more grieyous Puniſhment could have been inflicted, had 
they immediately reliſted God himſelf? = oF | 
And recollect, I intreat you, the time, when this was ſo pofitively 
pronounced by St. Paul. It muſt have been written, under the reign of 
Claudius or Nero. So that it is evident, all that reſiſted them, were, 
without Repentance, in a damnable ſtate. Can there be then any colour ſo 
{pecious, any cauſe fo juſt, in which, inſtead of Damnation; a Chriftian 
ſubject may juſtly expect to receive to himſelf Salvation, on the account 


of reſiſting? 


Was it then forbidden, on the penalty of everlaſting Death, to rebel 
againſt thoſe Emperors, meſt cruel Tyrants, moſt fierce Enemies to the 
: 5 Chri- 
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(1 
Chriſtian Name, Monſters of Men, either of no Religion, or a falſe one, 
and yet a diſgrace to Heatheniſm it ſelf ? it however on the moſt folemn 
obligation of Conſcience, they were not to be oppoſed, much leſt deſtroy- 
ed by any Chriſtians; what can be ſaid greater, or more auguſt than this? 
what ſtronger, what more ſacred Confirmation can be given to our con- 
ſcientious obedience to another manner of Authority? By how many more 
tyes, Temporal, and Eternal, are we bound to yield a faithful Subjecti- 
on to a Chriſtian King? Under whoſe gentle Protection, his Subjects pro- 
ſper; though ſome almoſt againſt;gheir Wills: a King, whoſe Power is 
only ſhewn by moderate Laws, which to his mildneſs owe their Modera- 
tion: In a word, a King who is the beſt nurſing Father of the beſt 
Church in the Chriſtian World. | 

Againſt this Doctrine, I know the Enemies of our Peace will be ready 
with their old, and obſolete Objection, That this is Court Flattery, and 
a Divinity only fit for Camps, and ſtanding-Armies, I muſt tell them, 
it had becn well for our Country, if we had never heard of worſt Cam 
Divinity than this, we had then never felt the real tyranny of a ſtanding 
Army. And if they would conſult Scripture for other uſes, than to per- 
vert it, they would ſoon be convinc'd, that this is good Evangelical Di- 
vinity. Nay, this Aſſembly gives me confidence to inform them, what 
they will be more loath to hear, that now, God be prais'd, this is not on- 
ly good Camp, but good City-Divinity to. 

Bur, when we teach the great Doctrine of Obedience, if we muſt be 


ſaid to flatter, our Comfort is, we flatter in no worſe company, than that 


of the Apoſtles, Sr, Peter, and St. Paul, and well-nigh of all the Divine- 
ly inſpired Penmen of the Bible. However when they accuſe the Church 
of England of this kind of Flattery, that is, of unſhaken fealty to the 
Crown, let them conſider, which of the two is the more excuſable Flat- 
tery, to humour the uncertain populace, and the unſtable vulgar, which 
to ſerve is the loweſt Slavery; or to Preach a due Submiſſion to the law- 
ful eſtabliſh'd Government; which to obey is the ſafeſt Liberty? 

Lou ſee, my deat Brethren, the courſe of my Argument has brought us 
to ſuch a Cauſe, as is worthy of your Swords, if need ſhall require. Though 
the Ardour of your Loyal Valour muſt give me leave to ſay, I hope, and 
J verily believe, there will be no ſuch need. I am perſwaded, and Ithink, 
I may preſage that this preſent alacrity, and vigor, to which you, and his 
Majeſties other Loyal Subjects have been of late awaken'd, this cheerful 
poſture, and prepared readineſs of your Swords to be drawn, will be an 
abundant Safety to our King, and Country without once drawing hem. 
Such will be the innocence as well as juſtice of your Arms, ſuch the de- 
ſperate condition of your Adverſaries; that whenever they draw their 
Swords againſt their Prince, they muſt throw away the Scabbard : whiltt 
yours by God's Providence, being manag'd with an ordinary watchfulneſs, 
and Sobriety, will be ſufficient ro defend him, without ever unſheathing 
them. | | | OR, x 

But if, which God of his infinite Mercy avert, if ever the ſame tumul- 
tous ſpirit, on the ſame grounclefs miinuations, {hall once more in- 
i O farvate 
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| Faate the corrupt part ofthe Nation, to their own Deſtruction. to their own certain: 


wy i will be at laſt; it they do not again meet with the like mercy - But if God, in 
is unſearchable Judgments, ſhall ſufter our Councry, in the ſame Age, to be ſcourg d 
again the ſame calamitous way: then what can be a more noble, or more pious Cauſe, 


herein to employ your Arms, than this of the King, and his Family? 


A Cauſe, in which you will ſcarce meet with an Enemy, but he or his Relations have 


been already forgiven. And ſo they will carry about with them the black guilt, nor 


only of Rebellion, but of an ungraterul Rebelion, after Pardon receiv'd ; a Sin which 


the Devil is not capable of committing ; whil'ſt you will have a Cauſe, in which all 


your ſeveral Intereſts, that are elſewhere ſcatter'd, of perſoual Preſervation of political 
Duty, of conſcientious Obedience, are united, In this one Cauſe, all your Coun- 


tries Bleſſings, all yu Churches Rights, all your own Securities are involved: in de> 


Feeding his Life, his Thtone, who is the breach of our Noſtrils, the anointed of the 


Lord: who has not only this common to him withother Kings, that he is the image of 
the Divine Power; but has this peculiar to himſelf, or communicated to him with a ve- 


ry few, that he is the image of the Divine Mercy of iwhoſe abhorrence of all illegal Op- 
preſſions, or arbitrary Proceedings, if the grace of all his former Oblivions, and Fader. 
nities has not yet convinc'd a ſtubborn Generation of Men, after they have ſo long in- 
joy'd the benefits of them, what need they a other new Argument, than this here 
4 8 me ? that when he has ſuch a Nobility and Gentry, ſuch a Militia of the whole 
Kingdom, eſpecially yours, 2 at his Service; yet he is plead to uſe your Arms no 
| exerciſes of War, | 
For ſuch a King, whillt his Goodneſs and Benignity gives you no occafioris to fight for 
him, what can all his Subjects do leſs than to love and revere him inPeace ? to yield him 
an activeObedience the more cheerfully, ſince he has taken care we ſuall have no oppor- 
tuniries of giving him a paſſive Obedience?not only not to hinder but to perform his juſt 
Commands ? to think our ſelves only capable of being a great People, by making him | 
reatet ? Every Soul to be Subject to him? Rom. 13. 1. So, if we believe St, Paul there 
is a neceſſity we ſhould be. The Phraſe in the Original, is, Rom: 13. 4; which ſig- 
nifies the neceſſity not only of a cold and forc'd, and meerly juſt Stibjection; but of a 
regular, well diſpoſed Submiſſion ; not only to live quiecly, but in a quiet Order; nay 
more, to live as it were in Military Order under him, For the word belongs to your 
Profeſſion. The Rules of the warlick Art are properly call'd Tacticks, and ſuch ſhould 
be our Obedience to our Soveraign : ſo exact, as that which you practiſe in Armies: ſo, 
as ſiritly to obſerve his Orders; ſo as to be careful not to tranſgreſ his Laws, for love 
of him, more than fer fear of Puniſhment ; fo, as to ſilent from Murmurings, loud only 
in Applauſes, and thanks to Almighty God for the felicities of his Reign. | 
Happy all his Subjects ! if all were bur ſenſible of their Happineſs, and would do their 
ts to perpetuate it, Happy! if all would remember what he has forgot: and remem- 
be it, not to upbraid others, but to beware, and grow wiſer themſelves for the future. 
Happy if all were ſuch as you; So willing to obey the King in quĩet times; ſo ilful to 
ſer ve him in the Adminiſtrations of his Juſtice; ſo ready, and able to guard him againft 
all Confuſions. | | 5 
Such an Academy of Arts as well as Arms; ſuch a Company of Citizens, ſuck a Nur - 
ſery of Commanders cannot, under God, but afford him a ſure defence in his Wars; as 
you do already ſupply bim with the Riches, and Ornaments of Peace. „ 
Hajpy is the People, that is in ſuch a caſe! Happy is the People, whoſe God is the 
Lord! The Lord of Hoſts; who giveth Salvation to Kings; whe delivereth his Servant 
David from the hurtful Sword, and arms him with the Sword of Juſtice ; PC. 144. which 
he managas by a Law of Kindneſs : and which I beſeech Almighty God, may flourifh 
in his hand, for many, many years; in his Houſe, for all Generations to come. Amen. 
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